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Before You Upcycle
a Vinyl Record

A practical introduction to choosing records responsibly

PLAY « PRESERVE  REIMAGINE

SECOND SPIN CREATIONS

Giving unplayable vinyl a beautiful new purpose



Every record has already lived a
life.

There is something special about holding a vinyl record. It carries a quiet
sense of history: the label, the typography, the grooves, the sleeve and the
small marks left by manufacture, storage and years of handling.

Some records are still meant to be played. Some deserve to be preserved.
And some have genuinely reached the point where a little imagination can
give them a different future.

That is where this starter guide begins.

Don't begin by asking:
What can | make?

Begin by asking:
What do | have - and what deserves to happen to
it next?

A record should not be upcycled simply because it is old. If it can still be
enjoyed as a record, that is usually its best next life.

The first skill of vinyl upcycling isn't making. It's seeing.
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1. Learn to pause

When you begin collecting records for projects, it can be tempting to see
everything as raw material. Try not to.

Before making an irreversible change, look at the artist and title. Check the
label. Find the catalogue number. Look at the sleeve. Consider the record's
condition and whether there is anything unusual about it.

Then ask one simple question:

Does this record still have a useful life as a

record?

If the answer is yes, preserve it. Play it. Sell it. Give it to somebody who will
enjoy it. Let it continue doing the job it was made to do.

If you're uncertain, put it aside. There will always be another damaged
record.

A maker's responsibility is not simply knowing how to use a
tool. Sometimes it is knowing when not to use one.
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2. PLAY - PRESERVE - REIMAGINE

The Three-Pile Principle gives you a simple way to decide what happens
next.

REIMAG
INE

Records that remain capable of doing what they
were made to do. Play, sell, donate, give away
or trade them.

Records that make you stop and investigate:
unusual pressings, coloured vinyl, unfamiliar
labels, distinctive sleeves, signed, numbered or
promotional copies. Research first.

Records for which transformation appears
appropriate after condition, significance and
material have been considered. These may
include badly scratched, damaged, badly warped
or genuinely unwanted records without
meaningful collectable value.

Remember: unwanted does not mean worthless. Unplayable does not
automatically mean suitable for alteration. Damaged does not necessarily
mean safe to work with.
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3. Condition comes first

Hold the record by the edges and examine it under good light. Treat the
record and sleeve separately.

Look for:

« scratches and scuffs

« cracks or chips
 warping

* centre-hole damage

* residue or contamination

« anything else that makes the material uncertain

Not every visible mark makes a record unplayable, and appearance alone
does not always tell you how it will sound. If uncertain, put it aside.

A crack can create a weak point and may worsen when the record is
drilled, cut, stressed or mounted. Sharp edges can also create hazards.

Do not assume every old disc is made from exactly the same material
simply because it looks familiar. Format, age and construction can vary.

Unusual or uncertain?

Research first.
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4. Look for clues before you
change anything

The label is your first clue. Look for the artist, title, record label, catalogue
number, side designation, manufacturing or copyright information, and
country where stated.

Look beyond the label too. Runout or dead-wax markings can help
distinguish pressings. Photograph them before altering anything and
research records that might be collectable.

Beware of assumptions

* Old does not automatically mean valuable.

« Common music does not automatically mean worthless.

* Coloured vinyl does not automatically mean rare.

» A damaged sleeve does not automatically make the record unwanted.

* A cheap purchase price does not establish market value.

Financial value is not the only value. A record can also have cultural,
historical or sentimental significance. If it belongs to somebody else, ask
about its story and explain any permanent change before you make it.

Check before you change.
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5. The Second Spin Record Check

Before a record enters the workshop, answer these five questions.

1. Is it still reasonably playable? -

2. Could it be collectable, unusual or historically
interesting? u

3. Does it have sentimental significance? -

4. |s its physical condition appropriate for the
project? H

5. Am | comfortable making this change
permanent? |

If one of those questions gives you pause, move the record into a
RESEARCH FIRST holding area until you know more.
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Your first Second Spin exercise

Take three records. Do not alter them yet.

For each one, note the artist/title, format, catalogue number, condition and
anything unusual. Then make a decision: PLAY, PRESERVE or
REIMAGINE. Write one sentence explaining why.

1

The best material isn't simply the material you can get
cheaply. It's the material you've taken the time to understand.
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Ready for the next step?

Choosing the right record is only the beginning.

In The Definitive Guide to Vinyl Record Upcycling, the journey
continues through workshop preparation, essential tools, safety,
understanding vinyl, project planning, creative decision-making and a
workshop-tested vinyl record clock project.

The aim is not simply to follow instructions. It is to learn to look, question,
test, document, improve and gradually trust your own creative judgement.

Make the work.
Show the work.

Tell the truth about the work.
Learn from the work.

The complete 80-page paperback is available from
Second Spin Creations.

www.secondspincreations.co.uk
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Continue the journey

PLAY « PRESERVE ¢ REIMAGINE

e\’ SECOND SPIN

GIVING UNPLAYABLE VINYL A BEAUTIFUL NEW PURPOSE

The Definitive Guide to Vinyl Record Upcycling

Andrew Croucher - Second Spin Creations

PLAY « PRESERVE < REIMAGINE

This starter guide is an introductory companion to the full Guide. It deliberately stops
before the practical project instructions.
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